Fun Conversation Starters

As parents, our schedules often fill up with activities and errands. It can be so easy to rush from one task to the next, which might cause us to miss chances to connect with our children. To help fill the silence that is often characteristic of families, we have included a Family Conversation Starter Pack at the bottom of this month's sheet. We are challenging you to step up as a leader in your home by initiating a quick, meaningful family discussion at least a few times a week (ideally around the dinner table or during drive time).

The key is to ask open-ended questions that give them plenty of space to respond, rather than simple “yes” or “no” questions.

· Fill a jar with questions, and each night at dinner, have your children take turns drawing one from the jar. The chosen question then becomes a family discussion. 

· Print the list and keep it in your car. Each time you drive somewhere with your children, select the next question.
 
These questions provide a great starting point for conversations around the dinner table. Your willingness to engage in the silly questions builds the trust needed to dive deep into the spiritual ones.

Preschool
1. What makes you happy?
2. What makes you laugh?
3. What is your favorite food?
4. What is the funniest face you can make?
5. If you could be an animal for one day, which animal would you be?
6. What is your favorite thing to do?
7. Who is your best friend?
8. What are you really good at?
9. What do you want to become when you grow up?
10. Which story that grandma or grandpa tells is your favorite?
11. What is your favorite Bible story? What do you like about it?
12. What are you especially thankful to Jesus for right now?
13. If you could turn the rain into any kind of food, what would you choose?
14. If your stuffed animals threw a secret party at night, what music would they play?
15. What do you think the clouds feel like—fluffy blankets or cold, creamy ice cream?
16. If you could fly like a bird, where would you go first?
17. What do you think the flowers talk about when we aren’t listening in?
18. If you could grow a tree that grew toys instead of leaves, what would be on it?
19. What kind of house would you build for a ladybug?
20. If you could be any animal for one whole day, which one would you choose?
21. If the moon were made of cheese, what kind of cheese would it be?
22. If you could change the color of the grass, what color would you choose?
23. What would a house made of marshmallows look like?
24. If you had a tail like a monkey, what would you do with it?
25. If you could talk to a whale, what would you ask it?
26. What do the stars do during the day?
27. If you could build a robot, what would its superpower be?
28. If our car could turn into a boat, where would we sail?
29. What do you think a caterpillar is thinking about inside its cocoon?
30. If you could walk on the ceiling, what would be the hardest thing to do?
31. What would you name a brand-new color that no one has ever seen before?
32. If you could have a pet dinosaur, which one would it be?
33. What does the wind say when it whistles through the trees?
34. If you could shrink down to the size of an ant, what would our living room look like?
35. If trees could walk, where do you think they would go?
36. What do you think dreams are made of?
37. If you could make a bridge to the moon, what would you use to build it?
38. Why do you think God made the sun so warm?
39. What is the loudest sound you can make? What about the quietest?
40. How do you think the birds know how to find their way home?
41. What is your favorite thing that God made that is the color blue?
42. If you were a giant, how big would your shoes have to be?
43. What is the best job in the whole world?
44. Why do you think some animals sleep during the day and stay awake at night?
45. What makes a person a "good friend"?
46. How does a tiny seed turn into a giant pumpkin?
47. What is the difference between a mountain and a hill?
48. Why do we need to drink water to stay strong?
49. How do your legs know when it’s time to run?
50. What do you think is inside a big rock?
51. Why did God give us two ears but only one mouth?
52. How do the fish breathe underwater without getting tickled?
53. What makes the snow so cold and the fire so hot?
54. How does the moon stay up in the sky without falling?
55. What is the hardest thing you’ve ever learned how to do?
56. Why do we wear different clothes in the winter than in the summer?
57. How do you think the ocean gets its waves?
58. What do you think happens to the bugs when it rains?
59. How do our brains remember things that happened yesterday?
60. What is the strongest animal in the world?
61. Why do we have to go to sleep every night?
62. What is your favorite “Fixed Truth” story from the Bible?
63. What is your favorite thing for us to do together?
64. When you feel a “Big Emotion,” what helps you feel safe again?
65. If we could go on a “Minivan Adventure” anywhere today, where should we go?
66. What was the funniest thing that happened to you today?
67. What is something you are really good at?
68. What makes you feel the most brave?
69. If you could give everyone in the world a hug, how would that feel?
70. What is your favorite story for me to tell you before bed?
71. If you could make a special "Family Rule" for a day, what would it be?
72. Who is someone in our big family (Church) that we can pray for?
73. What is your favorite song to sing in the car?
74. What do you love most about our house?
75. When was a time you felt really proud of yourself?
76. What is the best treat we have ever eaten together?
77. If you could pick what we have for dinner tonight, what would it be?
78. What do you think is the best thing about being [Child's Age]?
79. Who is your favorite person to play with at the park?
80. What was the best part of your morning?
81. If you could give me a new name, what would it be?
82. What is something you want to learn how to do by yourself?
83. What makes you feel super happy?
84. If you were sad, would you want a hug or a quiet story?
85. What is the best gift you’ve ever given to someone else?
86. What do you think God thinks about when He looks at you? (Hint: He loves you!)
87. What is your favorite "Boundary Line" (rule) that keeps us safe?
88. If you could have any superpower, what would it be?
89. What would happen if we tried to eat dinner with our feet?
90. If you could invent a new holiday, what would it be?
91. What is the silliest face you can make?
92. If you were a superhero, what would your name be?
93. If you could talk to a bug, what would you say?
94. What would a pizza with candy on it taste like?
95. If we had a pet elephant, where would he sleep?
96. Can you describe the color "yellow" without using the word "yellow"?
97. If you could turn into any piece of furniture, would you be a chair or a lamp?
98. What is the best hiding spot in our house?
99. If you could have a "Backwards Day," what would you do first?
100. If you could make a new animal, what two animals would you mix together?
101. What would a world without shoes look like?
102. If you were a chef, what is the first thing you would cook?
103. What is the weirdest dream you’ve ever had?
104. If you could live in a tent or a castle, which would you pick?
105. What do you think the squirrels are thinking about when they look at us?
106. If you could jump over a house, what would you see?
107. What is the best way to make a grumpy person smile?
108. If you could paint our car any pattern, would you pick polka dots or stripes?
109. What is your favorite smell in the whole world?
110. If you were the pilot of a plane, where would you fly?
111. What is the best thing to do on a rainy day?
112. If you could say one thing to God right now, what would it be?

Elementary
1. What is your favorite color?
2. When is your birthday?
3. Do you like milk or water?
4. What is the silliest noise you can make?
5. What is your favorite food?
6. How old are you?
7. What is your favorite toy?
8. What noise does the (animal) say?
9. Do you have a favorite pair of pajamas?
10. What is your favorite animal?
11. What are you good at?
12. What is something you really like?
13. What is something that makes you laugh?
14. Who is your favorite person?
15. Is there anything that makes you sad?
16. What is your favorite shape?
17. If you could be a scary monster, what would you be?
18. If our pets could talk, what would you talk about with them?
19. If you had one superpower, what would it be?
20. Who is your favorite Disney princess or superhero, and why?
21. If your pets and/or stuffed animals could talk, what would they say?
22. What is your favorite book?
23. If you had a genie that could grant 3 wishes, what would you wish for?
24. What would you do if you swapped roles with Mom or Dad?
25. If you wrote a book, what would it be about? Who would the characters be?
26. What did you do to help someone else today?
27. What are some of your favorite things that God created in nature?
28. How did you see someone showing kindness to another person today?
29. What do you think heaven is like?
30. What do you like best about your brother or sister?
31. Who is your favorite Bible character?
32. What made you smile today?
33. Can you tell me an example of kindness you saw/showed? 
34. Was there an example of unkindness? How did you respond?
35. Does everyone have a friend at recess?
36. What was the book about that your teacher read?
37. What’s the word of the week?
38. Did anyone do anything silly to make you laugh?
39. What did you do that was creative?
40. What is the most popular game at recess?
41. What was the best thing that happened today?
42. Did you help anyone today?
43. Did you tell anyone thank you?
44. Who did you sit with at lunch? 
45. What made you laugh?
46. Did you learn something you didn’t understand?
47. Who inspired you today?
48. What were the "high" and the "low" of your day?
49. What was your least favorite part of the day?
50. Was anyone in your class gone today?
51. Did you ever feel unsafe?
52. What is something you heard that surprised you?
53. What is something you saw that made you think?
54. Who did you play with today?
55. Tell me something you know today that you didn’t know yesterday.
56. What is something that challenged you?
57. How did someone fill your bucket today? Whose bucket did you fill?
58. Did you like your lunch? 
59. Rate your day on a scale from 1-10.
60. What did you have for a snack?
61. How were you brave today?
62. What questions did you ask at school today?
63. Tell us your top two things from the day (before you can be excused from the dinner table!). 
64. What are you looking forward to tomorrow?
65. What are you reading? 
66. What was the hardest rule to follow today?
67. Teach me something I don’t know.
68. If you could change one thing about your day, what would it be?



Middle & High School
You can also use questions from the previous list.

1. If you were a superhero, what would your name be and what powers would you have?
2. Would you rather travel back in time or travel into the future?
3. If you could meet anyone from history, who would you want to meet?
4. If you grew up to be famous, what would you like to be famous for?
5. If you had to go live on a space station for a month, what three things would you take with you?
6. What is the funniest joke you’ve ever heard?
7. Is there anything you really want to talk about that we haven’t discussed?
8. How do you know when God is near? When do you feel His presence the most?
9. When do you feel most proud of who you are?
10. If you could invent something, what would it be? What would your invention do?
11. If you had a thousand dollars to help someone, what would you do?
12. When you are praying, how do you picture God?
13. Do you feel prepared for your upcoming test?” or, “Is there anything on your mind that you’d like to talk about?” (In my opinion, the key is not only the way a question is phrased, but responding in a supportive way.)
14. Who did you share your snacks with at lunch?
15. What made your teacher smile? What made her frown?
16. What kind of person were you today?
17. What made you feel happy? 
18. What made you feel proud?
19. What made you feel loved?
20. Did you learn any new words today?
21. What do you hope to do before school is out for the year?
22. If you could switch seats with anyone in class, who would it be? And why?
23. What is your least favorite part of the school building? And favorite?
24. If you switched places with your teacher tomorrow, what would you teach the class?
25. What are you excited to do in school tomorrow?
26. If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?
27. If you joined the circus, what circus act would you be?
28. What is your dream vacation?
29. If you could have any job in the world, what would it be?
30. What is your favorite family tradition?
31. If you could ask God one question right now, what would it be?
32. What was your favorite part of today?
33. What was your least favorite part of today?
34. What is one of your favorite memories?
35. If you had $20, what would you buy?
36. What do you want to be when you grow up?
37. Describe your dream vacation.
38. What qualities do you think make a good friend?
39. Describe yourself in one word.
40. If you were invisible, what would you do?
41. What is your favorite book?
42. What is your favorite meal?
43. What is your favorite movie?
44. If you could change anything in the world, what would it be?
45. What is your favorite toy?
46. What is your favorite chore? Least favorite?
47. What makes you feel loved?
48. What are you most proud of?
49. If you could only have 3 things on a deserted island, what would you take?
50. What is the nicest thing anyone has said to you?
51. Where would you go if you could go anywhere?
52. If we had tons of money, where would you choose to go for our next family vacation?
53. If you could be any animal, what would you choose?
54. What is your favorite color? Least favorite?
55. What is your favorite season? Why?
56. What is your favorite family tradition?
57. If you could have any superpower, what would you choose?
58. What makes you happy when you are sad?
59. What is one bad thing that happened today?
60. Would you choose a beach vacation or a skiing vacation?
61. What sport would you love to play?
62. Would you rather watch TV or read a book?
63. If you had one wish, what would you choose?
64. Who is your favorite superhero?
65. What do you want to be when you grow up?
66. If you could be a superhero, what would your magic power be?
67. What is something that scares you?
68. Do you have a favorite joke?
69. What is something you wish you knew how to do?
70. If you had a time machine, where would you go?
71. What makes you laugh the most?
72. Who is your favorite Disney character?
73. What does your dream house look like?
74. What is your perfect day?
75. If you could be an animal, which animal would you be?
76. What is your favorite thing about yourself?
77. Would you rather go to the beach or the mountains?
78. Do you have a favorite song?
79. If you could grow wings and fly, where would you go?
80. Which pizza topping is best?
81. Do you have any hidden talents?
82. Would you rather go to the bottom of the ocean or outer space?
83. If you could be any toy, which one would you be?
84. What is a job that you would never want to have?
85. Which season is your favorite and why?
86. What is your favorite holiday?
87. How would you describe yourself?
88. What is one thing that makes you unique?
89. If you were given $50, how would you spend it?
90. What are you thankful for?
91. What is your least favorite chore?
92. What is your favorite candy?
93. What is your favorite thing to do when it's raining?
94. Who is someone you wish you could meet?
95. If you could be on a TV show, what show would it be?
96. What is your favorite vegetable?
97. Would you rather be as small as an ant or as big as an elephant? Why?
98. If you could invent something, what would it be?
99. If you could buy anything, what would it be?
100. If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life, what would it be?
101. Do you prefer shorts or pants?
102. What is your favorite fruit?
103. Do you have a favorite drink?
104. What is your favorite movie?
105. If you could go to a theme park by yourself, what is the first thing you would do?
106. Would you live on the moon?
107. What is the first thing you do when you wake up in the morning?
108. Can you play any instruments?
109. What is something you like to do when you're bored?
110. Do you like to play in the snow?
111. Do you have a favorite book?
112. What is your favorite part of school?
113. What is your least favorite part of school?
114. What is your favorite part of the day?
115. What is your favorite thing to do on the weekend?
116. If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be and why?
117. If you could pull up to school in any kind of vehicle, what would it be?
118. If we could be on a road trip to anywhere in the country right now, where would you want to go? Who would you want to bring with us?
119. If you could pick the ideal start and stop time for school, when would you pick?
120. Who is someone in your school you are struggling with? What do you think is going on in their life that could make them act the way they do?
121. What’s something you’re looking forward to this weekend?
122. Did you sleep well? Did you have any fun or strange dreams?
123. Do you have anything coming up that you’re excited about?
124. Is there anything you’re nervous or anxious about today?
125. What do you think is going to be the best part of your day?
126. If you could skip one thing today, what would it be?
127. If we had a long, relaxing breakfast somewhere today, where would you want to go? What would you get?
128. What’s something we could do together for a fun family date night?
129. Which teacher in your school does the best job of making class interesting? How do they do it?
130. Which teacher is the most difficult for you? Why?
131. Is there anyone you’re anxious about seeing today?
132. Who’s someone who makes your day brighter at school?
133. If you could have any restaurant take over your school cafeteria, what would it be?
134. Which subject seems the most pointless to learn?
135. Who is the hardest person in your class to handle? Why is that?
136. What’s the funniest joke you’ve heard lately?
137. What’s the hardest thing about following Jesus in your school?
138. When I pray for you today, what’s one thing I can pray for?
139. Who is someone you really admire in your school? Why?
140. What’s the funniest thing that happened in your day?
141. Who’s someone you had fun hanging out with today?
142. If you could redo one part of your day, what would it be?
143. If you could spend the afternoon with someone famous, who would you spend it with?
144. If you could visit any place - real or imaginary - what would it be?
145. If you could relive any time in your life, what would it be?
146. If you could play any musical instrument with no practice, what would you pick?
147. Describe your perfect day. What foods? What activities? What friends? Where?
148. If someone gave you money to open a store, what kind of store would you open?
149. What physical handicap do you think would be the hardest to deal with?
150. What’s the worst thing one of your friends has had to deal with on social media?
151. If our house caught on fire and all of the people and pets were out safe, what is the ONE thing you would want to go in and save?
152. Which one of your friends has the most challenging life? Why?
153. If you could decorate your room to express your personality most, what would it look like?
154. If you were King or Queen for one year, what are the rules you would make?
155. What’s the hardest thing you’ve ever had to apologize for?
156. If you have a friend who asks you to keep a secret that’s about something damaging or dangerous, what do you think you’ll do?
157. Of all of the adults in your life, who is the wisest?
158. Is there a friend or family member you know that we could do something special for?
159. Of all of the teachers you’ve ever had, who made the biggest difference?
160. If you could ask God any question, what would it be?
161. If you could meet anyone from the Bible, who would it be?
162. What’s one family you’d like to have over for dinner?
163. If you could change one thing about our church, what would it be?



