Answering the Questions Kids Ask

When children start asking questions about God, it’s a sign that their faith is becoming "their own." They aren't just reciting what you've told them; they are trying to fit the Creator of the universe into their own mental picture. At this age, kids are trying to understand God as a person. They are literal and concrete thinkers and tend to ask "spatial" or "physical" questions.

· Whatever you do, don't freak out. If they ask a "heretical" or "scary" question, it doesn't mean they are losing their faith; it means they are thinking. If you gasp, they’ll stop asking.
· Always answer the "question beneath the question.” If a child asks, "Is hell real?", they might actually be asking, "Am I safe?" or "Is God mean?"
· Lastly, always check in after giving an answer. Ask: "Does that make sense, or did I just make it more confusing?"

Here are some common questions preschoolers ask, along with "discipleship-minded" ways to address the difficult ones.


The Scripture Cheat Sheet

	The Question
	The Verse
	The "Parent-to-Kid" Explanation

	"Where does God live? Is He in the clouds? In my heart? How does He fit?”
	Psalm 139:7
"Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?"
	"God lives in Heaven, but because He is the King of everything, He is also right here with us! He is closer than your next breath."

	"What does God look like?"
	1 John 4:12
"No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us."
	"God is a Spirit, which means we can’t see Him with our eyes like I see you. But we can see what He does! Just like you can’t see the wind but you see the leaves moving, we see God’s love in the beautiful world He made."

	"Did God make the 'bad guys' too?"
	Genesis 1:31
"God saw all that he had made, and it was very good."
	"God made everyone to be good and to love Him. But some people choose to stop following Him and do 'sad things' instead. He is working to fix everything and make it good again."

	"Who made God?" (The classic "Uncaused Cause" dilemma for 4-year-olds).

	Psalm 90:2
"From everlasting to everlasting, you are God."
	"Everything we see—Lego sets, houses, trees—has a beginning. But God is the one who created 'Time' itself. He is like the circle that has no start and no end."

	"How did God get born? Who is His daddy?"
	Psalm 90:2
"Before the mountains were born... from everlasting to everlasting you are God."
	"We all have daddies because we had a beginning. But God is the Sovereign King who has no beginning and no end. He has always been alive!"

	"Can God hear me when I whisper?"
	Psalm 139:4
"Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely."
	"Yes! Even if you don't say a word out loud, the King hears your heart. He loves the sound of your voice more than any music."

	"Does God ever go to sleep?"
	Psalm 121:4
"Indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep."
	"Never! Even when you are sleeping and the house is quiet, God is awake watching over you. He never gets tired of being our Shepherd."

	"Is the Bible true?"
	2 Timothy 3:16
"All Scripture is God-breathed..."
	"The Bible is like a letter from God. He used human authors to write it, but He breathed His truth into every word so we could know who He is."

	"Why do bad things happen?"
	John 16:33
"In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."
	"God didn't make the world broken, but when people chose to go their own way, sin entered in. God promises He is with us in the sad parts and that He will fix it all one day."

	"Why did my pet (or person) have to die?"
	Revelation 21:4
"He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain."
	(Stabilize First with a hug) "It is okay to be sad; the King is sad too. Dying wasn't God's original plan, but the King promised that one day He will wipe away every tear and make all things new."

	"Why can't I see God?"
	Romans 1:20
"For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities... have been clearly seen."
	"Just like you can't see the wind but you see the kite fly, or you can't see 'love' but you see a hug—we see God by looking at the beautiful things He made and the way He changes people."

	"Why can't I see God right now?"
	1 Corinthians 13:12
"For now, we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face."

	"We don't see Him yet, but we have the Bible to tell us what He is like. One day, we will see Him face-to-face. For now, He wants us to trust His heart." Use simple analogies. Talk about the wind—you can't see it, but you see what it does (moves the leaves, blows your hair).

	"Does God get mad when I'm bad?"
	Psalm 103:8
"The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love."
	"When we make wrong choices, it makes God's heart sad because He loves us. But He never stops loving you. When we say 'I'm sorry,' the King always has enough grace to forgive us."

	"Is God stronger than a dinosaur?"
	Jeremiah 32:17
"Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power... Nothing is too hard for you."
	"Way stronger! God thought of the dinosaurs and made them. There is nothing in the whole world—not even the biggest storm—that is stronger than our King."

	"Am I still God's kid when I sin?"
	Romans 8:38-39
"Nothing... will be able to separate us from the love of God."
	"When you make a mistake, you might be 'out of fellowship' with me, but you are still my child. It's the same with God. You can't 'un-son' or 'un-daughter' yourself from Him."



Pro-Tip: The "Breadcrumbs" Method
When using these verses, avoid just "drop the mic" and walking away. Instead, use them as breadcrumbs to guide further conversation.

1. Read it together from a physical Bible (this shows the source of your authority).
2. Ask: "What do you think that verse means for your question?"
3. Validate: "That’s exactly right. It means God is bigger than our biggest 'whys.'"


Helpful Resource: The Big Picture
Sometimes, kids get caught up in the "rules" and forget the "story." It’s helpful to remind them that the entire Bible follows a specific arc. Understanding this "Meta-narrative" helps answer nearly any question about why God does what He does.

1. Creation: God made it good.
2. Fall: We broke it.
3. Redemption: Jesus came to buy it back.
4. Restoration: God will make it new again.

